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2.9.2. Architectural Design Control District (-ADC)
A. Intent

The City of Charlottesville seeks, through the establishment of historic districts and through the
designation of individually significant properties, to protect community health and safety, to promote
the education, prosperity and general welfare of the public through the identification, preservation
and enhancement of buildings, structures, landscapes, settings, neighborhoods, places and features
with special historical, cultural and architectural significance. To achieve these general purposes, the
City seeks to pursue the following specific purposes:

1. To preserve and protect buildings, structures and properties which serve as important visible
reminders of the historic, cultural, and architectural or archaeological heritage of the City, the
Commonwealth of Virginia, or this nation;

2. To ensure that, within the City's historic districts, new structures, additions, landscaping and
related elements will be in harmony with their setting and environs;

3. To promote local historic preservation efforts through the identification and protection of historic
resources throughout the City;

4. To document and promote an understanding of the social history of City neighborhoods, and to
protect their cultural institutions;

5. To maintain and improve property values by providing incentives for the upkeep, rehabilitation
and restoration of older structures in a safe and healthful manner, and by encouraging desirable
uses and forms of development that will lead to the continuance, conservation and improvement
of the City’s historic, cultural and architectural resources and institutions within their settings; and

6. To promote tourism and enhance business and industry, and to promote an enhanced quality of
life within the City, through protection of historic, cultural and archaeological resources.

B. Established Architectural Design Control Districts

The following areas have been determined by City Council to be of unique architectural or historic

value, and are hereby designated as Architectural Design Control (ADC) Districts, the limits of which
are shown on the City's zoning map. City Council has designated only certain buildings within these
districts as “contributing structures.” Those contributing structures are identified on a map included

within the design guidelines for each district.

1. Downtown Architectural Design Control District

2. North Downtown Architectural Design Control District
3. Ridge Street Architectural Design Control District

4. West Main Street Architectural Design Control District
5. Wertland Street Architectural Design Control District

6. Corner Architectural Design Control District
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7. Oakhurst-Gildersleeve Neighborhood Architectural Design Control District

8. Rugby Road, University Circle, Venable Neighborhood Architectural Design Control District

C. Additions to and Deletions from Architectural Design Control Districts

1. City Council may, by ordinance, from time to time, designate additional properties and areas for
inclusion within an ADC District or remove properties from a ADC District. Any such action will be
undertaken following the rules and procedures applicable to the adoption of amendments to the
City's Development Code and official zoning map.

2. Prior to the adoption of any such ordinance, the City Council will consider the recommendations
of the Planning Commission and the Board of Architectural Review (BAR) as to the proposed
addition, removal or designation. The Planning Commission and BAR will address the following
criteria in making their recommendations:

a. The historic, architectural or cultural significance, if any, of a building, structure or site
and whether it has been listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the Virginia
Landmarks Register, or are eligible to be listed on such registers;

b. The association of the building, structure or site with an historic person or event or with a
renowned architect or master craftsman;

c. The overall aesthetic quality of the building, structure or site and whether it is or would be an
integral part of an existing ADC district;

d. The age and condition of a building or structure;
e. Whether a building or structure is of old or distinctive design, texture and material;

f.  The degree to which the distinguishing character, qualities or materials of a building, structure
or site have been retained,;

g. Whether a building or structure, or any of its features, represents an infrequent or the first or
last remaining example of a particular detail or type of architecture in the City;

h. Whether a building or structure is part of a geographically definable area within which there
exists a significant concentration or continuity of buildings or structures that are linked by past
events or, aesthetically, by plan or physical development, or within which there exist a number
of buildings or structures separated geographically but linked by association or history.

3. Before an area is designated as an ADC District, each structure will be determined to be either
“contributing” or “non-contributing.” This determination will be reconfirmed at least once every
15 years.

D. Certificate of Appropriateness

A Certificate of Appropriateness is required for certain projects in ADC Districts in accordance with
5.2.6. Minor Historic Review and 5.2.7. Major Historic Review.
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